
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We learn and 

grow with Jesus, to 

love, inspire and 

serve others. 

 

 

ST WULSTAN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

History Knowledge and Skills Progression 

Intent  Implementation  Impact 

Our aim is that, through the teaching 
of History, we stimulate all children’s 
interest and understanding about the 
life of people who lived in the past. We 
ensure children understand chronology 
in order for pupils to be able to place 
their learning within the ‘bigger 
picture’ and better remember 
historical people, places and events. 
Children will use historical evidence to 
challenge their own and others’ views, 
ask questions and be able to form their 
own judgements.  Children will be 
aware of the actions of important 
people and events in history and they 
will know about significant events in 
British history and ancient history, 
whilst appreciating how things have 
changed over time. 

 Our history curriculum aims to excite 
the children and help to develop their 
own skills in order to become 
confident historians. This is 
implemented through practical 
activities and a hands-on approach 
involving artefacts, use of ICT to 
research and through interpreting 
evidence and visits to significant 
historical places. Teachers will plan and 
deliver lessons with a clear knowledge 
of the chronology and progression in 
history, in order to share with children 
the importance of the period being 
studied and its place on a timeline. 

 We believe that by allowing the 
children to understand the importance 
and enjoyment of History through 
different opportunities, they will 
become enthused learners. Children 
will have the ability to think critically, 
and consistently challenge and 
evaluate their own and others’ views 
using appropriate and accurate 
historical evidence. We aim for 
children to want to embrace 
challenging activities in history in order 
to be able to think, reflect and explain 
their learning. They will understand 
why and how things happened and 
why people interpret the past in 
different ways. 
 

 



 At EYFS At KS1 At Lower KS2 At Upper KS2 
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E1: Children know about similarities 
and differences between 
themselves, others, and families, 
and communities and traditions. 

E1: Identify different ways in which 
the past is represented  
E2: Explore events, look at pictures 
and ask questions i.e, “Which things 
are old and which are new?” or 
“What were people doing?”   
E3: Look at objects from the past 
and ask questions i.e, “What were 
they used for?” and try to answer. 

E1: Use documents, printed sources 
(e.g. archive materials) the 
Internet,, pictures, photographs, 
music, artefacts, historic buildings, 
visits to museums and galleries and 
visits to sites as evidence about the 
past.   
E2: Ask questions and find answers 
about the past.  
 

E1: Use documents, printed sources 
(e.g. archive materials) the Internet, 
databases, pictures, photographs, 
music, artefacts, historic buildings, 
visits to museums and galleries and 
visits to sites to collect evidence 
about the past.   
E2: Choose reliable sources of 
evidence to answer questions, 
realising that there is often not a 
single answer to historical 
questions.  
E3: Investigate own lines of enquiry 
by posing questions to answer. 
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O1: Children talk about past and 
present events in their own lives 
and family members. 

O1: Sort events or objects into 
groups (i.e. then and now.)   
O2: Use timelines to order events or 
objects.  
O3: Tell stories about the past.   
O4: Talk, write and draw about 
things from the past.  

O1: Communicate ideas about the 
past using different genres of 
writing, drawing, drama role-play, 
storytelling and using ICT. 
 

O1: Communicate ideas about from 
the past using different genres of 
writing, drawing, diagrams, data 
handling, drama role-play, 
storytelling and using ICT.   
O2: Plan and present a self-directed 
project or research about the 
studied period. 
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H1: Look at their own families and 
immediate surroundings. 

H1: Look at books, videos, 
photographs, pictures and artefacts 
to find out about the past. 
 

H1: Explore the idea that there are 
different accounts of history. 

H1: Understand that some evidence 
from the past is propaganda, 
opinion or misinformation, and that 
this affects interpretations of 
history.  
H2: Give reasons why there may be 
different accounts of history.   
H3: Evaluate evidence to choose the 
most reliable forms. 
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C1: Children talk about past and 
present events in their own lives 
and family members. 

C1: Understand the difference 
between things that happened in 
the past and the present.  
C2: Describe things that happened 
to themselves and other people in 
the past. 
C3: Order a set of events or objects  
C4: Use a timeline to place 
important events.  
C5: Use words and phrases, such as: 
now, yesterday, last week, when I 
was younger, a long time ago, a very 
long time ago, before I was born. 
When my parents/ carers were 
young. 

C1: Begin to understand that a 
timeline can be divided into BC 
(Before Christ) and AD (Anno 
Domini)  
C2: Use a timeline to place historical 
events in chronological order.  
C3: Describe dates of and order 
significant events from the period 
studied. 

C1: Secure understanding that a 
timeline can be divided into BC 
(Before Christ) and AD (Anno 
Domini)   
C2: Order significant events, 
movements and dates on a timeline.   
C3: Describe the main changes in a 
period in history. 
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U1: Children know that other 
children don’t always enjoy the 
same things and are sensitive to 
this. 

U1: Recall some facts about 
people/events before living memory  
U2: Say why people may have acted 
the way they did.  
 

U1: Use evidence to describe the 
culture and leisure activities from 
the past.   
U2: Use evidence to describe the 
clothes, way of life and actions of 
people in the past.   
U3: Use evidence to describe 
buildings and their uses of people 
from the past  
 

U1: Choose reliable sources of 
information to find out about the 
past.   
U2: Give own reasons why changes 
may have occurred, backed up by 
evidence.   
U3: Describe similarities and 
differences between some people, 
events and artefacts studied   
U4: Describe how historical events 
studied affect/influence life today.   
U5: Make links between some of 
the features of past societies. (E.g. 
religion, houses, society, 
technology.) 
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Similarities   
differences   
communities  
traditions   
past   
present 

Century  
chronological order   
living memory  
remembers   
memories   
opinion   
fact   
source   
interpret   
enquire/enquiry   
impact  
research   
evidence    
experts   
significant   
recent    
lifetime  

BCE (Before Common Era)  
ACE (After Common Era)  
BC (Before Christ)  
CE (Common Era) AD (Anno Domini) 
archaeology  pre-history biased 
impact consequences  
continuity  
 

source/evidence  
secondary source/evidence reliable 
extent of change  
extent of continuity evaluate   
reliable   
eye-witness Monarchy   
legacy  
ambiguous consequences  
   omits   
   decade 

 


